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long ago were many flouriſhing and large Churches, we 
ſhall ſee thatthey are all wholly difſfipared and wiſtee, 

In Tranſylvania and Hangaria there ate ſome yer re- 
maining, bur they are inſolow and uncergain a condi- 
tion, that upon the leaſt advantage of which 
the houſe of Auſtria may get, they may-in all hy- 
mane appearance be ruinedinlike manner. 

In Germany the Churches are ſo divided , and the 
Proteſtant States ſo diſtrated, 'that they do, not only 
nut concurre in any common way of mutual Edification 
for their 'mutual- preſervation, . but .as the -Lutherar 
party by their contentious Miniſtry bath fer ir ſelf to 
deſtroy the reſt; So God doth ſuffer their chief Pro- 
teors the Kings of Sweden and Denmark to make it 
their chief work to deſtroy each other, And the 
*EleQors of Sax0,y and Brawdenburg without reſpeR 
to the ſafety of their Churches ;- ſerve the Auftrian 
Deſign againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt, .noris. there 
any confiderable Prince in Germgny ( leg aſide the 
Landgraveof Heſſen,) who is able"11g do "any thing 


of moment to maintainthar Intereſty;i17 -* 2 - 
that they 


In the low Countries it doth not kppeat 
have any reſpec to the Proteftong Ante, bi their 
preſent AcGings tend rather xo ferye" the'!.confnon 


enemies deſign againſt ir, then for ic, , _ 
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their formet Priviledges , for they are ſo many ways, 
and in ſo many places infringed, that they cannot rec. 
kon upon them , or make any account of them any 
more ſo that their preſent ſtanding is a meer Tolera- 
tion at pleaſure, | 

In SwitZerland the Pope and the Auſtrians have ſtir- 
red up, and hired the Popiſh Cartons to break with 
the Proteſtants their fundamental League , upon the 
account of Religion, by perlecuting to death or ba- 
niſhmeggallſuch as leave their Superſtition to become 
Profelytes to us. 

In che Vallies of Piemont the; Duke of Savoy ſince 
the Maſacre of thoſe Proteſtants, though Peace was 
made with them , yer he doth ſtill moſt cruelly , 
though nor openly oppreſs and vex them, by giving 
them up tothe power of the Inquiſition, which will in the 
end (if God doth not otherwiſe provide) deſtroy them 
utterly. 

As for our ſelves in Ezgland , our diſtrated and 
unſerled condition is ſuch, and ſo well known, that 
it is in vain to ſpeak much of ic by way of com- 
plair:t, when we ſceno way of Redrefs as yet open- 
ed. | | 

This is the State of the-Churches, if ſingly confi. 
dered by themſelves, wherein their decaying and 
almoſt dying ſtate', maybe read in great Characters 
of blood, and of confuſion ia which they lie wallow- 


But if in the ſecond canſideration their ſtate be re- 
fleted upon, as oppoſed by their common enemies , 
who have ſo great and ſo many advantages to deſtroy 
them, ic is manifeſt (except God 'work ſome miracle 
for them) that they cannot poſſibly eſcape utter ruine 
and deſolation. K 2 for 
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gande ile Theſed0 profectite his Counſels withinde- 

fatigable rs ne preir expence, and with all the 
lick Authority chat can 


The thin? that is now moſt obſervable is, that in 
France, where there wasnever any Inquiſition formerly 
admitted, it is iow lately introduced, opon ſome for. * 
mer preparatives made long ago ; for the Cardinal 
Richelies in his time did firſt-prohibit all Forreigners 
from bearing any publick Office in the French Churches 
and Schools, Then afterward -he did by another 
Inhibicion- cut off all the correſpoadency which for- 
merly was between the Churches of France, and the 
other Proteſtants of Ziyope : And now inthisjunture 
of Aﬀairs this Cardinal 'hath brought in the'Congre- 
gation De Propaganda file ( Which is/an Inquiſition un- 
ter another name) tid it:doth begin to'a& with pub- 
tick Authority proviibitifig all Commerce: from _ 
r. 
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forthe vent of Divinity Books; So that they ſuffer not 
the Bibles which are brought from Genewvahto be ſold 
any more , but do confilcate them ; and no doubt 
they will proceed to ſuppreſs the printing of them 
alſo within their own Dominions, and it is apparent 
that in every City in France, where there is a Church 
of Proteſtants, there is alſo a certain number of E-+ 
mifſaries belonging to the Congregation De propagan- 
Ha fide, (erled to oppole them and vex them; fo that 
it is as {pgiyteſt as the Sun at noon day ; that this 
defign is univerſally co be proſecuted againſt all 
the Churches, both in France and elſewhere; as ſoon as 
they ſhall ſee che Proteſtant States ſufficiently weak- 
ned by diviſions, 

If then inthe laſt place we ſhould contemplate the 
Proteſtant Churches 'and States jointly as they ſtand 
in Relation one co another, to ſee in what poſture 
we find them, to oppoſe this combination of thzir ene- 
mies ſo ſtrongly and univerſally laid ; although we 
hope chat at laſt Babylon (hall fall, and thar God will 
difapoint all their plots; yet it is heavily ro be la- 
mented , that whiles our common and known adver- 
faries are ſo maniteſtly diligent and ative to quench the - 
light of the Goſpd, and to diſturb all the Proreſtanc 
States-and 'Charches which hold ir forth to the world g 
by which means Atheiſm , Profane(s and Superſtition 
are not only upheld, bur propagated in the world 
abundantly, and brake in amongſt us -, I ſay whiles 
the Inftraments 'of Satan are ſo buſie to adyance his 
Kingdome, ir is heavily tobe lamented, that we yho 
ptetend to advance the Kingdom - of Chriſt , and by 
ſolemn Vows and Promiſes to God, and before all che 
world, ate bound to'ir, are ſo-carele(s of the moms 
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of Chriſt, that it ſeems it is made a doubt amongſt ſume 
of us, Whether it be lawfull for a (hriſtian Magiſtrate 
to have any reſpeit in his place to the profeſsion of Chri- 

ianity more then to Heatheniſm, Mahumetaniſm or Fu- 
aaiſmtand whiles this is made a doubt,all the thoughts af 
Religion being laid afide as a publick Concernment;on 
the one hand all Licentiouſnels, Prof aneſs , Blaſphemy 
and wickedneſs breakeforth, and bring all manner of re- 
proach upon the Profeſſion of Chriſtanity irſelf; And on 
the other hand, the divided Profeſſors of Chuyſtanity in 
their ſeveral! parties , ſeeke and follow eagerly their par- 
ticular advantages of power and places to be able to un- 
dermine the ſettlement of each other : Which tends not 
only tothe obſtructing of all common Goſpel intereſts , 
bur to the utter ſubverſion of all that ſeemes as yet to 
have any bottomto ſtand upon, either in Church or State 
amongſt us, 

It is clear that the Papiſts have Agents everywhere, 
and that they have an univerſall correſpondency, to keep 
us in diviſion within our ſelves , and at a diſtance from 
all our neighbour Proteſtants , which is the main of their 
deſigne againſt us, whereby they hope not onely to wea- 
ken u*,but toruine us. And we are (o far from having any 
Correſpondency or Agency either civil or religious, 
either amongſt our ſelves to keep up the remainder ofour 
union at whome , or towards others to influence our a- 
feRions abroad to other Proteſtants, or to receive theirs, 
for mutual comfort and Spiritual communion ; that we 
are rather bent co quitte all ſuch relations , and to breake 
with them, for ought as yer appeares ; And our thoughts 
are ſo much eſtranged from having any deſigne (er a 
foot to this effe& , that hitherto it hath not beenepoſlible 


ro obtain either open countenance or ſecret afliſtance 
for 
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for one ſingle Agent, who would make it his work,either 
at home or abroad to prepare a way for ſuch an enterpriſe; 
that is , to procure acquaintance with the beſt affected , 
and to find out ſuch as are ſober minded and peaceable ro 
move them and engage them to lay the common Goſpel 
intereſt to heart jointly with ſome of us , at leaſt ſo far 
as to beable to oblige them to pray for us, or our (elves 
to pray for them in Caſes of extremity when humane 
help doth fail,and deliverance can be expected only from 
the mighty hand of God immediately, Which certainly 
is ſucha {g{gAotChriſtian Charity both to our ſelves and 
rothem ; and ſuch a negle& of the Intereſt of Chriſts 
Kingdome , and ſo much contrary to our acknowledg- | 
ed , profeſſed and more then once publickdly Proteſted 
duty,thar it 1s juſt with God thus to daſh us in pieces one 
againſt another, as veſlells in which he rakes no pleaſure, 
and which are altogether unfit for his ſervice: except 


| we ſpeedily repent, and mind henceforth ſeriouſly and 


ſincerely the true common intereſt of the Goſpel,and the 
main Concernment of our Profeſſion ; Which the Lord 
grant we may at laſt lay to heart for his names ſake,and the 
adyancement of his glory in our own preſervation. _ 
Amen. 
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